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king over the measures to be taken. Nevertheless in the
few places where the authorities even partly carried out
their duties, the fascists were crushed or held up. At Turin
they had to be content with holding an evening meeting
on the 28th in front of the police station, and when, next
day, they occupied the railway station the mere order of a
police officer was sufficient to turn them out. In Milan
they were thrown on the defensive, and built barricades
round the headquarters of the fastio. The deputy Finzi
and Stefano Benni, leader of the General Confederation of
Industry, came to an arrangement with the prefect Lusignoli
to avoid incidents. An attack on the offices of the Avanti
was beaten off by the Royal Guard, and the fascists who had
entered the Manara barracks were forced to leave at once
by an energetic colonel of Alpini who refused to budge even
when Mussolini intervened in person. They were not able
to occupy the prefecture of Bologna until October 30, and
in Cremona, on the evening of the 27th, an attack was
repulsed ; and the fascists, leaving three dead and four
wounded, had to fall back for the moment. In Genoa the
fascist mobilization fell foul of the measures taken by the
military authorities, but the latter, instead of arresting
the fascist leaders for sedition, entered into negotiations with
them. c The fascist Triumvirs of Genoa were summoned
before General Squillace, the divisional commander, who
Informed them of the declaration of martial law and said
that the orders from Rome would be strictly carried out.'
This did not prevent the fascists from occupying the pre-
fecture on the sgth without meeting the slightest resistance.
In Rome during the night of the syth troops were posted
at all strategic points, with barbed wire entanglements,
chevaux de frise and armoured cars. The two principal
railway lines connecting Rome with the north were cut,
and yards of rail torn up. The Royal Guard occupied the
headquarters of the fascio after negotiations with the fascists,
who left by agreement. c The fascist officials/ said the
correspondent of the Corriere della Sera, e went away taking
their documents with them and installed themselves in a
restaurant in the Piazza Barberini; consequently nothing
came of the search made at their headquarters.* However,
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